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SUBJECT: SOAMES VISIT TO LATIN AMERICA 
REF: EC BRUSSELS 6083 

1. EC COMMISSION VICE PRESIDENT FOR EXTERNAL RELATIONS SIR 
CHRISTOPHER SOAMES WILL MAKE OFFICIAL VISITS TO THE CENTRAL 
AMERICAN COMMON MARKET (GUATEMALA CITY, SEPT. 17-19), VENEZUELA 
(CARACAS, SEPT. 19-23), TO THE ANDEAN GROUP (LIMA, SEPT . 23-27), 

AS WELL AS TO BRAZIL (BRAZILIA, SEPT. 27-OCT. 2). 

2. SIR CHRISTOPHER'S VISIT COMES AT A TIME WHEN THE LATIN 
AMERICAN S ARE INCREASINGLY CONCERNED THAT THE EC PAY 
CLOSER ATTENTION TO THEIR INTERESTS. (SEE REFTEL FOR 
FURTHER BACKGROUND.) WE UNDERSTAND THAT THE CHOICE OF THE 
FOUR STOPOVERS IS BASED ON (A) THE EC'S SUPPORT FOR REGIONAL 
ECONOMIC INTEGRATION AND ITS CLOSE RELATIONS WITH 
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THE CENTRAL AMERICAN COMMON MARKET AND THE ANDEAN 
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GROUP AND (B) THE IMPORTANT ROLE VENEZUELA AND BRAZIL 
ARE PLAYING IN THE VARIOUS ASPECTS OF THE NORTH/SOUTH 
DIALOGUE. 

GREENWALD UNQUOTE INGERSOLL 
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